Decidualisation in the prepuberal rat uterus.
Decidualisation has been experimentally induced in the prepuberal rat. It is morphologically similar to that obtained in the adult. The cytodifferentiation includes the formation of binucleated cells and extensive specialised cellular junctions. Furthermore, blastocysts from adults transferred into uterine horns of immature specimens implant and develop, indicating that the decidual response they induce is functionally comparable to the uterine response at the time of nidation in the fertilised adult. The model of the experimental decidual induction in the immature is used to study the ontogenic processes of uterine maturation. Preliminary observations indicate that the 7-10-days period might be of significance in the maturation of the rat uterus.